Kaiten Memorial Museum

“Kaiten” Human Torpedo

Remains of the Kaite

Visitor Information

Open./8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Closed,”Wednesdays; New Year Holidays

(If a haliday falls on a Wednesday, the museum is closed on the following day.)

Admission Fees/Adult: ¥ 310(¥250)

#Free admission for students 18 years of age or younger and children
Group admission fees (see in the parentheses) apply to a group of 30 or more.

‘The human torpedo “Kaiten (Heaven Shaker)”
was invented in the last years of World War II in
the hope that it would shake heaven to turn the
war.

These special attack weapons carrying a tremendous
amount of explosives were operated by pilots who
attacked enemy battle ships with their own
vessels. A training base was established here on

EKaiten Memorial Museum Map

Scenic Park

Efe 1T1:“1Ksaiten Walten Ozu-Shima, where elite pilots around age twenty
iy Memorial were gathered from across the nation and took

M A 3 z
et part in intense daily drills. Many of these young

pilots went on special attack missions from this
little island in order to protect their country,
which was in dire straits.

We must continue to remember the historical
facts of the “Kaiten” human torpedo and hand
these stories down to younger generations. This
will keep the wishes for the future left by those
who sacrificed their own lives for their country
and loved ones.

Fureai
Center 0Ozu-Shima

Elementary S
Restavent| | School s
-
Uma-Shima.Por.
To Tukuy‘atrlrfa Port )

@Two-minutes walk from JR Tokuyama Station (South
Exit) to the Tokuyama Port.

®44 minutes from the Tokuyama Port to the
Uma-Shima Port by ferry. 18 minutes to Ozu-Shima
by passenger ship (direct).

@Ten-minutes walk from the Uma-Shima Port to the
Kaiten Memoarial Museum.

W Shunan City Kaiten Memorial Museum
1960 0zu-Shima,Shunan City 745-0057
TEL - FAX 0834-85-2310

W e Y [CET

MShunan City Section of Culture and Sports
1=1 Kisan-dori,Shunan City 745-8655
TEL 0834-22-8622 FAX 0834-22-8428
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|A Path to War

Achieving rapid economical development
after the end of World War |, Japan started
to move in on the continent seeking mar-
kets and resources to economically catch
up with or even surpass Westemn coun-
tries.  Consequently conflicts between
Japan and other countries, including the
United States and Great Britain were fre-
quent and eventually led to a world war.

srar S
Japan' s Commando Attack on Hawal
Photo from: “Shashin Kiroku Nicchu
Senso (Photographic Documentation on
China-Japan War)®
(Holp Shuppan Publishers, 1995)

In the summer of 1943, Japan was
suffering defeat on most battlefronts
when two young officers decided that
special attacks would be the only oper-
ation left for the nation to change the
course of war and thus devised the
concept of human torpedoes. The war
situation then deteriorated, and the
Ministry of the Navy finally created a
protatype of the Kaiten, which was offi-
cially adopted as a weapon in 1944
Kaiten, the special attack weapan, was
barn from enthusiasm to protect the

launch site on Ozu-Shima, so a Kaiten
base was established here in Septem-
ber, and a number of young pilots came
to this little island from all over Japan.

home nation. - There had been a test

Trainees of the

Eighth Officer Training

= LSRN
0Ozu-Shima Kaiten Base
(Immediately after the End of War)

Liettenant

HKaiten Chronology

1931 | Sept.
1932 | Mar
1837 [Jul:

Manchurian Incident 3
+Japan declares foundation of Manchukuo.
The Marca Polo Bridge Incident accurs.
The China-Japen War breaks out.

The National Mobilization Law is promul-
gated.

The Axis Powers Pact is signed by Japan,
Germany, and Italy. ’
| Japan attacks Pearl Harbor in Hawail)

The Pacific War breaks out.

Battle of Midway Island

Student Labor Mobilization

The concept of the Kaiten is created.

1938 | Apr.

1940 | Sept.

Oct. .| Send-Off Ceremonies for Student Soldiers 3
Dec. | Kaiten Recruitment Activities

Order for Kaiten Prototype

The Kaiten is adopted and created as an
official weapon.

Jul. | The prototype ship is completed.

Jul. | The troops fn Saipan are defeated.

enFype | Number 2

|A Farewell to Home

A Soldier Sending Off the
Submarine by Waving His Hat

Farewell Salute from the Ship

)

Number of
Crewmembers

Previous Schools

Naval Academy

Naval Engineering College
Naval Torpedo School
Preparatory Students

Volunteer for Kaiten Special Units

By the end of the war, the number of trained Kaiten pilots reached 1,375.
Most of them were young people from military school or naval engineering
college, students and preparatory students, and preparatary flying stu-
dents under 20 years of age. Their ages ranged from 17 to 28, and most
of them were around 20. A total of 145 pilots and engineers were killed in
the Kaiten units. The average age at the time of death was 21.1.

ere

Pilots Killed in the Unit

Horizontal Steering

Photographs of the Kaiten

The moming of the mission, the pilots were
sent off by their fellow pilots and walked to
the pier. They stepped into the submarine anchored in the bay. When the order for sailing was given,
the submarine equipped with Kaiten torpedaes left the port silently with a slight trace of white smoke. e i 147

Farewell Note

= Pilots Saying Good-Bye
Y to Their Fellow Pilots

HRecords of Sortie

Submarine

Team Name | “5"Bonry

(o Retured)

The Kongo Team
The Kongo Team
The Chibaya Team
T Chikaya Team

153458
A48(Not Returnd)
A368(N Returned)

(Nak Returocd)

OmShima
Hikari
OzuShima
Hikari
OzuShima
Hikari
Hikari
OzuShima
Hikari
Hikari
OzuShima
Hikari
OzuShima
Hirao
Hikari
OzuShima
Hikari Augl
Hikari
Hirao

Th
The Taan Team
The Tatara Team
The Tatara Tean
The Tesmu Team
The Team Team
The Shinba Team
The Todoroki Team
The Todorcki Team
The Toborcki Team
The Todoroki Team
The Tamen Team
be Tamon Team

Jul19.1965

Au Ret
Aug 16,1945

Strategic Zone

= iz = Sept. | The Kaiten base is established on Ozu-
Report on the Accident in Which B
Captain Kuroki Was Killed Shima; :
Oct. | The Kamikaze units go on their first mis-
sion.

| The Road to Peace o

After the end of World War ||, the world started on the road to peace.
However, a number of problems are still left unsolved in the world.
Each of us in the modern times must think about various problems in
the global community and act accordingly for true world peace.

Oct,1945 The United Nations Was Founded

Nov. | The Kikusui Team goes on a mission, The
Kaiten mission begins.

The Kalten base |s established on Hikari.
Dec~| The Kongo Team goes on a mission.
1845 [Feb. | The Chihaya Team goes on a mission:
Mer. |The Kaiten base is established on Hirao.
Mar, | The Jinmu Team goes on a mission.
Mar, | Massive air raid in Tokyo:

Mar.~| The Tatara Team goes on @ mission.
Apr. | The Tenmu Team goes on a mission.
‘The Shinbu Team goes on a mission.
May. | The Kaiten base s established on Oga.
May~| The Todoroki Team goes on a mission.

Jul~ | The Tamon Team goes onamission. 3
Aug: | Atomic bombs are. dropped on Hiroshima: !
and Nagasakl. :

Aug. | End of World War ||
Nov. |The Kaiten monument is built on Ozu-Shi~
ma.

1948 [Nov/ [ The Constitiition of Japan. goes nto
effect

The ficst Kaiten memorial service takes
place.

Japan becomes & member of the United

1956 | Nov.

Phato: Asahi Shimbun

1956 [Nov.

INations.
‘The Kaiten Memorial Museum opens.

1968 [Nov.
) 1898 [Nov. | The Kaiten Memorial Museum renovation

project begins.

Periscope

Depth Control Handle

Upper Hatch

Manual Start-Stop Handle A%

Interrupter Handle
/ ISDeed Control Handle

Kaiten (Maru-Roku Kanamono, Type |)

For operational secrecy, the Kaiten was called the Maru-roku am.. The original model of
the Kaiten, type 93 tarpedo was a highly-functional oxygen torpedo and kept secret until
the end of war. [t was excellent for covert operations and carried a large amount of ex-
plosives, The torpedo also remarkably surpassed those of other countries in cruising
range and power. With a cockpit and other functions equipped in the center of the body,

the torpedo was remodeled into the Kaiten. g Oevts
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Detonator

{‘ Electric
Fuse

1

Lubricant Chamber

Seawater Fuel Adjustor

Propulsion: 550HP 5 5 0

Seawater Tank”

Start/Stop Valve,
Ceble Connecting Pipe

Al Supply

M Ventilator

Electric Vertical Steering Engine.

Total Weight: 8. 3t8 3

==l
Lower Hateh \ Inverter

Front Body

Total Leng’ch] 4 ]
14.75|

Head

Weight of
Loaded Explosive:
1.65t



